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he city of Trichy is in southern India. It dates to the third century B.C. and is known for its many old
temples. Trichy is now home to something new – its first English-speaking Baptist church. “Behold, I
will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it?” (Isaiah 43:19a)

In January while visiting an HBC supported
church in Trichy that speaks the Tamil language,
Dr. Phil Ninan recognized the need for an Englishspeaking church. He invited one of his former
students, Pastor Matthew, to lead it. HBC rented a
building for the purpose of housing both the
church and the Heritage Baptist Bible College. In
July, the church planting began.
Why is an English-speaking church needed in
Trichy? The city’s 947,000 people speak several
languages, one of which is English. Trichy boasts
many colleges, universities, engineering, and
technical schools. People from other parts of
India and other countries, such as Kenya, come
there to study. Their common thread is the
English language which is spoken in the schools.
Reaching these people for Christ could create
ripple effects as they return to their homelands
and spread the gospel there.
Southern India has a rich history of being open to
Christianity. The apostle Thomas first brought
the gospel there, and later missionaries built on
the foundation of faith. But while freedom of
religion is practiced, Trichy remains mostly
Hindu, so church planting is challenging.
Pastor Matthew has begun several outreaches.
Door to door witnessing often results in his being
invited into homes where many hear the gospel
for the first time. Free classes are offered at the
church weekly in “spoken English” and music.
The classes are advertised through flyers and
word of mouth.

The “spoken English” class meets a need among
those who learned to write English in school but
struggle with speaking it. Mastering English is
seen by many as a path to career opportunities.
Already seven people are enrolled in this class.
Music classes are taught by Athon, who has a
Masters Degree in Music from a Baptist college.
He has six students, and more are interested.
Pastor Matthew also teaches an undergraduate
theology class during the week at the church.
Please pray with us that God will bless this “new”
ministry in the “old” city of Trichy.

Pastor Geojy Matthew, wife Chinchu, & son Felix

Praise, Prayer and Support

Please pray for:
- Pastor Matthew and his family as they get
acclimated to this area of the country and the
contacts they make through the “spoken English”
and music classes.
- Purchase of land to bring the church, Heritage
Baptist Academy, theology school, orphanage, and
sewing classes to a single campus - $160,000.
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